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that those proposals were too loose and imperfect to be a
foundation for entering upon a general treaty; and Monsieur
Gaultier was desired to signify to the French court, that it
was expected they should explain themselves more particu-
larly on the several articles.

But in the mean time the Queen was firmly resolved, that
the interests of her own kingdoms should not be neglected
at this juncture, as they had formerly twice been, while the
Dutch were principal managers of a negotiation with France.
Her Majesty had given frequent and early notice to the
States, of the general disposition of her people towards a
peace, of her own inability to continue the war upon the old
foot, under the disadvantage of unequal quotas, and the
universal backwardness of her allies. She had likewise in-
formed them of several advances made to her on the side of
France, which she had refused to hearken to, till she had
consulted with those, her good friends and confederates, and
heard their opinion on that subject: but the Dutch, who
apprehended nothing more than to see Britain at the head
of a treaty, were backward and sullen, disliked all proposals
by the Queen's intervention, and said it was a piece of
artifice of France to divide the allies; besides, they knew
the ministry was young, and the opposite faction had given
them assurances, that the people of England would never
endure a peace without Spain, nor the men in power dare to
attempt it, after the resolutions of one House of Parliament
to the contrary. But, in the midst of this unwillingness to
receive any overtures from France by the Queen's hands,
the Dutch ministers were actually engaged in a correspond-
ence with that court, where they urged our inability to begin
a treaty, by reason of those factions which themselves had
inflamed, and were ready to commence a negotiation upon
much easier terms than what they supposed we demanded.
For not to mention the Duke of Lorraine's interposition in
behalf of Holland, which France absolutely refused to
accept; the letters sent from the Dutch to that court, were
shewn some months after to a British minister there,1 which
gave much weight to Monsieur de Torcy's insinuations;
that he knew where to meet with more compliance, if the

1 Matthew Prior.    See note, ante> p. 55*    [T. SJ